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Developing the potential of every
student, with a focus on high expectation
and high achievement.
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Introduction

You are invited to be part of this exciting new phase for Dulwich Prep Cranbrook
– the launch of our senior school.

We believe informed choice, flexibility and individuality are key ingredients in
delivering performance. Our students go deeper and further with a subject they
love. The happier and more engaged they are, the more they will achieve. 

For this reason, we will offer genuine choice through a broad GCSE curriculum,
so that every student has the opportunity to marry passion and ability, to
discover their element.

Dulwich benefits from fantastic facilities for Art, Design & Technology, Computer
Science, Performing Arts and Sport, offering students the opportunity to develop
their skills and talents to a high level. Academically, students are encouraged to
excel in a nurturing culture of aspiration and achievement.

To support our expansion into Years 9, 10 and 11, we are launching a
Scholarship Programme, starting with entry into Years 7, 8 & 9. Awards will be
made when students demonstrate outstanding ability and/or potential either
academically, or in Art, Computer Science, Dance, Design & Technology, Drama,
Music or Sport. These awards are open to both external candidates and current
Dulwich Prep students. 

Scholars will receive a 10% remission on tuition fees regardless of parental
financial means. Should further assistance with fees be required, external
applicants can apply for a means tested bursary which may, if parental
circumstances justify, result in up to a full remission of fees being offered.
Award holders in Art, Computing, Dance, Design & Technology, Drama, Music
and/or Sport will also need to meet the school’s usual academic entry
requirements.

Application forms are available to download from the school website at
www.dulwichcranbrook.org.
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Conditions of Awards

In addition to the School’s standard terms and conditions, Scholarships and Governors'
Awards are conditional on satisfactory progress by the student.
 
Award holders are expected to act as role models, be responsible, show leadership,
work hard and help to support and promote the school. Above all, students should be
proud of their Award. It is expected that the Award will be held for the duration of the
student's time at Dulwich. All Awards are reviewed annually and the Head of School
reserves the right to withdraw any Award if, after careful monitoring, the student's
behaviour, performance or commitment to the school is below expectation.

Scholarships are not transferable to any other school, but every assistance will be given
to those students sitting scholarship assessments for entry into Year 12 at their chosen
future senior school. 

Governors' Award Scheme

As part of our exciting expansion up to GCSE,
and our commitment to enabling as many
children as possible to benefit from a Dulwich
education, we’re delighted to introduce the
Governors’ Award – bursary support for up to
100% fee remission, with additional support for
educational school trips, uniform and laptop
where there is a need.

Governors' Awards are available to children
currently in Years 6, 7 & 8 who show
outstanding academic potential, with
consideration also given to strength in music,
sport and the creative arts.  The awards will be
means-tested, and funds will be allocated
according to financial need. 

A student in receipt of a Governors’ Award can
expect an extremely high quality, academically
ambitious education, with a wealth of creative,
sporting and leadership opportunities,
supported by a warm and dynamic community.
The Governors' Awards will be given to
successful scholarship candidates whose
parents would otherwise be unable to afford
the fees and will be calculated on an individual
basis following a full financial means
assessment. 



A
P

P
LI

C
A

T
IO

N
 P

R
O

C
E

S
S

The Application Process

Applications for students not currently
attending Dulwich Prep Cranbrook should
be accompanied by a completed and
signed registration form. The registration
fee of £75.00 will only become due if the
student is invited to attend an
Assessment Day.

Confidential References

Parents of external applicants are asked
to download two reference forms which
should be completed by their child's
current Head Teacher and their child’s
Form Teacher or an external Tutor or
Coach who can comment on the student's
suitability for a particular scholarship.
Parents will also be asked to provide
copies of their child’s latest school report. 

Parents of internal applicants will be
asked to provide a confidential reference
from a Tutor or Coach who is not a
member of staff at Dulwich Prep
Cranbrook. A Head’s reference is not
required.

Please note that it is the parent's
responsibility to ensure that all references
are sent to the school by the closing dates
outlined in the application form.

Academic Assessments

All external candidates will be asked to sit academic assessments alongside an
assessment in their preferred area. The academic assessments will comprise online
Cognitive Ability Tests (CATs). No advance preparation is required. 

All external candidates will have an interview.



Academic Scholarship

Awards are offered to students who will
make an outstanding contribution to the
academic life of the school.

At Dulwich Prep Cranbrook there is a
longstanding tradition of academic
excellence. Our curriculum delivers
academic pace, rigour and challenge, and
enables students to develop their
knowledge, skills and interests through
highly enriched and varied programmes of
study. 

Performance Requirements

Candidates will sit online Cognitive Ability
Tests. In addition, they will be asked to
complete a written Comprehension paper, a
Creative Writing paper and a general Maths
paper. We do not recommend any tutoring
prior to these assessments. 

Candidates will also attend an interview with
the Head. 

The Scholarship

Successful candidates will be expected to
play a full and active part in all aspects of
school life and to strive for excellence in
their academic studies. 

They will benefit from high-quality learning
environments, expert tuition and extensive
enrichment programmes that will enable
them to develop their skills and talents. In
turn, these pupils will excel as academic
ambassadors for the School. 
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Art  

The Art department at Dulwich Prep Cranbrook
is a lively, exciting, and invigorating place where
students experience a wide range of artwork
and materials through a curriculum that is fresh
and stimulating. 

Housed in spectacular purpose-built studios,
students gain experience in drawing, painting,
printmaking, sculpture, textiles and ceramics
through the study of both historic and
contemporary art practice.

Through experimenting with ideas, trying out
new techniques, recording feelings, thoughts
and information about artists, students develop
work that is ambitious and well thought out. 

The Art department’s extensive extra-curricular
programme enables students to continue their
love for the subject and will stretch their abilities
further.

Awards will be offered to students who have an
enthusiasm for and commitment to the subject,
and who have generated a broad range of
quality ideas through a variety of processes and
styles. 

Performance Requirements

Candidates will be asked to complete a still-life
composition and imaginative exercise: 

45 minute drawing assessment
30 minute imaginative exercise

Candidates will also be required to present a
folder of work which reflects a variety of
interests and skills.  They will be invited to
discuss their portfolio with the Head of Art
where they will be expected to discuss their love
for the arts and comment on their favourite
artists/designers.

The Scholarship

Those students successful in being awarded a
scholarship will be expected to take part in
extra-curricular Art clubs and they will be
expected to continue to develop their portfolio
both inside and outside school. 



Computer Science

Our exciting and innovative Computer Science
curriculum has a strong focus on programming
and logical problem solving and equips our
students with a solid range of digital
capabilities. We look to provide students with
experience not only in the use of technology,
but also in creating new technologies through
coding. This leads on to higher challenges in
programming and logical problem solving.
Teamwork is also a key attribute  and through
working with other students we encourage
them to face the challenge head on and to try
to work out the best possible solution.

Assessment Requirements

The Computer Science scholarship is examined
in two parts:

Part 1: A short assessment based within MIT’s
Graphical Programming Language Scratch
https://scratch.mit.edu/ and in Python, a high-
level, interpreted, general-purpose
programming language. The candidate should
demonstrate their ability to develop an efficient
solution and debugging skills that meets the
requirements laid out in the problem set,
showing their understanding of a range of
computing principles. The assessment lasts
approximately 45 minutes.

Part 2: A 15 - 20 minute informal interview
during which the candidate will be invited to
discuss their work to build a wider picture of
their strengths in Computer Science.

The Scholarship

Students awarded the Computer Science
scholarship are expected to play a leading role
as an ambassador for the subject. Helping out
within the IT department and attending the
Coding Clubs and Masterclasses that are linked
to the subject. Students will help to nurture and
encourage younger Computer Scientists in
gaining a love for the subject.
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Design & Technology

Design Technology offers the opportunity
to develop practical skills and knowledge
in several material areas such as woods,
metals, plastics and electronics. The
subject suits all students who enjoy
creating practical solutions to the needs
they see around them. Prior experience of
Design Technology is not a necessity, but
will be helpful to an application. 

Performance Requirements

Candidates will be invited to DPC for
interview and a practical assessment. They
will be asked to provide evidence of any
previous Design & Technology work that
can be discussed at interview with the
Head of DT. This may include plans and
photos of practical work, although
candidates are also encouraged to bring
along any 3D work they have made. 

The assessment will comprise of a short
design & make challenge where students
will have an hour and a half to design and
make a solution to a problem. Successful
candidates will demonstrate good graphic
skills, including the ability to produce a
range of ideas, and the ability to work
accurately to make a good quality practical
outcome in an appropriate material.

The Scholarship

Successful candidates awarded a
scholarship will be expected to take part in
extra-curricular DT clubs, potentially
leading activities, and be an ambassador
for the subject. They should also be
prepared to enhance their DT knowledge
and experience through independent
work. It would be expected that they will
choose the subject as an option for GCSE.
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Two contrasting monologues;
One monologue and a Musical
Theatre excerpt or extract;
One monologue and a Dance

Drama and Dance

Our Drama department offers a broad
curriculum of Drama and Dance-led
activities including weekly classes, clubs,
workshops, LAMDA exams and year
group plays and musicals. Examples of
past productions include Oklahoma!,
Alice in Wonderland, The Wind in the
Willows, Mary Poppins and The Addams
Family. 

Awards will be offered to students who
have an enthusiasm for and a
commitment to the subjects, and who
have demonstrated this by participating
in performances at their primary school
or in extra-curricular drama and dance
activities. Students with a natural ability
and keen interest, but who may not
have had the opportunity to develop
this, are encouraged to apply. 

Performance Requirements

Students will be invited to a 45-minute
Drama Workshop to assess their ability
to communicate clearly and work as a
team as well as their listening skills,
movement and improvisation.  This
would also include a 1:1 interview.

All applicants are required to select one
option from the list below:

Candidates must provide their own
music where appropriate and perform
from memory. Candidates'
performances should last no longer
than 5 minutes (total).

The Scholarship 

Any student receiving a scholarship
would also be offered two theatre
outings per year including acting
workshops and would be expected to
become a fully committed member of
the Senior Drama and Dance Club. 
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 Music

We believe in fostering a life-long love of all
styles of music. A wide variety of instruments
and vocal studies can be learnt or are taught 
 by our team of highly talented and
professional Visiting Music Teachers.

Ensembles at Dulwich include Orchestra, Jazz
Band, Rock School, Wind Band, Brass Band,
and a variety of String Ensembles and Choirs,
which perform regularly both at school and in
the community. The Music Department works
closely with the Drama Department and
musicals and showcases are performed every
year, in our purpose-built performance hall.

Candidates should show enthusiasm and flair
for music and demonstrate a good standard
of performance in at least one instrument or
singing voice.

Assessment Requirements

Candidates will be expected to perform one
piece on their main instrument, and
preferably, a second instrument. Awards are
available for singers as well as
instrumentalists. Potential, as well as current
ability, is of considerable importance. 

Candidates are asked to bring in their own
instruments with them on the day. If an
accompanist is required, please ensure that
the piano music is sent in advance of the
audition.

In addition, candidates will have five minutes
to prepare a short study (a sight-reading
exercise), and there will also be some aural
tests.

All candidates will be interviewed by members
of our Music staff. They will be encouraged to
communicate their passion for music and be
prepared to discuss any musical activities in
which they participate and show a good
knowledge of the subject. Evidence of success
in Associated Board examinations or similar
should be brought on the day.

The Scholarship

Successful candidates will be expected to
take a full and active part in the musical
extra-curricular programme at Dulwich,
showing commitment to musical
ensembles and choirs as appropriate, and
contributing to our busy and lively
department wherever possible.
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Sport

Sport and Physical Education are an important
part of life at Dulwich Prep Cranbrook. The
school believes that competitive team games
and individual sporting disciplines play an
essential role in the development of students
into healthy, well-rounded individuals. Many of
our students regularly compete at county and
national level.

A broad range of sports are offered with teams
competing in the major games: Football, Rugby,
Hockey, Cricket, Netball, Lacrosse and Tennis. 
 Additionally we offer Athletics, Swimming, Cross-
Country and Triathlon. 

The school strives to provide a full and
demanding set of fixtures for pupils of all
abilities, and sees this as a way of developing
good sportsmanship, team spirit, leadership,
resourcefulness and diligence. 

Assessment Requirements

Athletic Ability
20m Bleep Test

Speed, Ability, Quickness (SAQ) Test 
Hand/eye Co-ordination Test
Agility Run
Speed Run

Specific major game skills and scenarios
Football, Rugby, Hockey, Cricket, Lacrosse,
Netball, Tennis, Athletics, Cross-Country,
Triathlon

Interview
Candidates will have a short interview to discuss
their sporting interests

The Scholarship

Successful Scholarship candidates will be
expected to be fully involved in the Sports
Department. They should play in a variety of
teams, participate in the many extra-curricular
sport activities on offer and expand their interest
outside the school to improve skills and
knowledge. There is also an expectation to take a
leading role as a Sports Senior in competitions
for the younger years.


