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HEADMASTER'S INTRODUCTION

Headmaster's Introduction
You are invited to be part of this exciting
new phase for Dulwich Prep Cranbrook the launch of our Senior School.
From September 2023, we are expanding
the school to include Years 9, 10 and 11,
offering an academically ambitious,
forward-looking, co-educational day school
through to GCSE. The Senior School will
provide students with the opportunity to
study a wide range of GCSEs, supported by
exceptional pastoral care and a real focus
on the individual.
The first cohort will progress into Year 9 in
September 2023; they will move through
the school to be our first Year 11 students,
taking GCSE examinations in the Summer
of 2026.
Dulwich benefits from fantastic facilities, offering students the opportunity to
develop their skills and talents to a high level. Academically, students are
encouraged to excel in a supportive culture of aspiration and achievement.
We believe informed choice, flexibility and individuality are key ingredients in
delivering academic performance. Students go deeper and further with a
subject they love. The happier and more engaged they are, the more they will
achieve. For this reason, we will offer genuine choice through a broad GCSE
curriculum, so that every student has the opportunity to marry passion and
ability, to discover their element.
We will offer the core GCSE subjects, which are the bedrock of a rigorous
education - English Language and Literature, Mathematics and the three
Sciences. Students will have the opportunity to support these with History,
Geography, French, Spanish, Latin, Computer Science, and Religious Studies,
Philosophy and Ethics.
Additional options will build on Dulwich's strong reputation for Art & Design
(with Ceramics and Textiles), PE, Music, Drama, Dance and Design &
Technology.
Our Senior School will provide all the benefits of the Prep - small class sizes,
exceptional pastoral care and a real focus on the individual - along with a stateof-the-art Senior space in which to grown, learn and socialise.

ART & DESIGN

AQA GCSE Art & Design
Details of the course:
In addition to improving their practical
expertise, students will learn how to develop,
refine and record ideas as well as how to
present a personal response. During the
course, students will produce a portfolio of
work which will be assessed. They will learn
how to improve their creative skills through the
effective and safe use of media, materials,
techniques, processes, technologies and
successfully use visual language and the formal
elements.
Under Art & Design, students will have the
option to study Art (Fine Art), Art (Textiles), and
Ceramics as an additional module.
This subject would suit you if:
You enjoy being creative, want to increase your
practical skills and improve your analytical,
communication and research abilities. The skills
you will acquire complement other subjects.
Skills required for this course:
This course is suitable for pupils who have a
passion for Art & Design. It allows students to
develop a sense of enquiry as well as an
enthusiasm and understanding of all aspects of
Art & Design, which are essential requirements
for entry into Art courses in higher education.
Most importantly, the course will provide them
with not only practical skills but the ability to
problem-solve and think creatively; important
factors in any future career.
Links to future careers and courses:
This course opens the door to a variety of
exciting A levels and creative courses as well as
a plethora of future careers which require skills
in research, evaluation, development, the ability
to ‘think outside the box’ and practical
adeptness.

CLASSICS

OCR Classics
Details of the course:
There are two main routes of study for Classics at
Dulwich, both under the OCR exam board:
Classical Civilisation and/or Latin.
In Year 9, all students of Classics will have the
opportunity to learn some Latin at either a
beginner or advanced level. Study will also revolve
around wider elements of the classical world,
including: Myth and Religion, Women in the
Ancient World, Roman City Life, War and Warfare,
Roman and Greek Literature.
As they progress to GCSE, students can continue
with Classics by focusing either on Latin or on
Classical Civilisation.
This subject would suit you if:
You enjoy stories about Gods and Goddesses,
heroes and villains, war and romance
You ever wonder about the history of our own
culture
You enjoy languages and seeing how they
break down
Learners will develop skills and understanding
across a broad range of areas, including historical
and social. They will also gain a much deeper
understanding of the mechanics of language and
an enhanced understanding of English and of
other languages. Students will also benefit from
residential trips to Greece and Italy.
Links to future careers and courses:
The study of Classics separates an individual from
others, makes them stand out on university
applications and provides students with an edge
in any general knowledge quiz!
Classics students make progress to study for a
higher qualification such as an A level course or
Classics degree. The subject is highly regarded
among employers and can be a platform for a
career in Teaching or Law.

COMBINED SCIENCE

AQA GCSE Separate Science
Details of the course:
Students will study Biology, Chemistry and
Physics and will receive a GCSE in each subject
at the end of the course.
Assessment comprises 6 written papers (2
papers each in Biology, Chemistry and Physics)
and each paper is 1 hour 45 mins in length. The
papers will cover theoretical knowledge of each
scientific discipline and knowledge of the
required practicals.
Students will be assessed on their ability to
demonstrate and apply knowledge and
understanding of scientific ideas, scientific
techniques and procedures. They must also
analyse information and ideas to interpret and
evaluate, make judgements and draw
conclusions, and develop and improve
experimental procedures.
Skills required for the course:
Mathematical, reading and comprehension,
writing and communication, questioning, logic,
thinking and reasoning, curiosity and
imagination, ability to form and test hypotheses,
enthusiasm, resilience, respect, sense of
humour, patience, ability to work independently
and collaboratively, perseverance, a thirst for
knowledge, study and revision skills and an
excellent work ethic.
Links to future careers and courses:
This course is a great foundation for higher
study of any of the three Sciences at A Level or
degree level.
Potential career choices include: Diver, Climate
Change Analyst, Aviation Inspector, Chemist,
Teacher, Film Editor, Electrician, Health and
Safety Specialist, Physiotherapist, Optician,
Biochemist, Microbiologist, Plumber, Engineer,
Inventor, Doctor, Pilot, Architect, Materials
Scientist, Forensic Scientist, Power Plant
Operator, Audiologist, Radiographer, Sports
Scientist, Veterinarian, Marine Biologist, Robotics
Engineer, Welder, Ecologist, Science Writer,
Physicist, Chiropractor and Dentist.

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Edexcel Computer Science
Details of the course:
This course has a strong focus on programming
and logical problem solving. It explores topics
including networking standards and protocols,
computer hardware down to the level of logic
circuits, data representation including binary
and hexadecimal, and cyber security including
cryptography, ciphers and social engineering.
The many elements of the course include:
Discussions about the social, moral and
legal implications of self-driving cars, e.g.
who is responsible should there be an
accident
Understanding the physical infrastructure
that forms ‘the Internet’ including domain
name servers and undersea cables to
connect the continents.
Translating numbers, text, images and
sound into the only language that
computers understand: binary. How do you
represent your favourite track as 0s and 1s?
Learning to code and designing programs
and applications
Links to future careers and courses:
Computing is of enormous importance to the
economy both as a discipline in its own right
and as an 'underpinning' subject across
Science, Engineering, Medicine, Architecture,
Aerospace, Finance and more.
Technology continues to advance rapidly, as
does the way in which we consume this
technology. Mobile devices, the Internet, digital
assistants, autonomous homes, self-driving
transportation and wearable technology have
become common place. Computing infiltrates
every aspect of our social and professional
lives; having an awareness of these
technologies and the implications is no longer
optional. Being equipped to innovate with
future technologies and applications for these
technologies would make any student a
valuable asset to the industry.

DANCE

AQA Dance
Details of the Course:
The GCSE Dance content comprises the
following elements:
Performance of set phrases through a
solo, duet or trio performance
Solo or group choreography
Knowledge and understanding of
choreographic processes and
performing skills
Critical appreciation of own work and
professional works
This subject would suit you if:
You are interested in dance performance
and choreography and have a critical
appreciation for dance.
Skills required for this course:
Basic technical and expressive skills are
useful. This course is assessed through a
written examination, performances and
programme notes. You will need to be able
to use your imagination, problem solve,
think creatively and analytically about your
own work and apply yourself physically,
technically and mentally. Articulation of
knowledge and critical reflection will be
essential to inform your artistic practice.
Links to future careers and courses:
GCSE Dance can lead to any course or
career which requires self-awareness, selfdiscipline, creative collaboration, analytical,
critical and research skills and resilience.
Alongside subject-specific skills in
choreography, performance and dance
appreciation, students will have developed
transferable skills valued by all kinds of
employers, applicable in further studies
and the workplace.

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

AQA GCSE Design &
Technology
Details of the Course:
This is a two year course to develop practical
skills and knowledge in several material areas
such as woods, metals, plastics and electronics,
in preparation for specialising in one or two for
the final extended project.
This subject would suit you if:
You enjoy creating solutions to the needs you
see around you, or would like to invent new
products, and if you have a keen interest in
learning how you can use both old and new
materials to make that happen in a practical
way.
Skills required for this course:
Students are expected to have a keen interest in
making products and to communicate their
ideas through design. They will need to be
prepared to learn about technical processes in
several material areas and apply their Maths
and Science knowledge when being taught
about mechanisms, structures, electronics,
energy and sustainability.
Links to future careers and courses:
GCSE Design & Technology opens the door to a
wide range of careers in the creative,
engineering and manufacturing industries. It is
also excellent preparation for careers in many
other fields, for example Medicine, Law and
Computer Science. This subject should be
considered essential if you plan to go on to
study Product Design or Engineering. Whatever
career you choose, the knowledge and skills you
learn, particularly those concerned with rapidly
developing technologies, will be extremely
valuable. You will also develop skills, such as
teamwork, planning, problem-solving and time
management, which are all highly prized by
employers.

DRAMA

AQA Drama
Details of the Course:
The GCSE Drama content comprises the
following elements:
Study of one set play
Analysis and evaluation of the work of
live theatre makers
Creating, evidencing the process,
performing, analysing and evaluating of
own devised work
Performance of two extracts from one
play
Students may contribute as performer
or designer
This subject would suit you if:
You are interested in acting, publicspeaking, set, costume, lighting, sound or
puppetry design.
Skills required for this course:
The skills of creativity, analysis and
communication are used widely. This
course is assessed through a written
examination, performances and devising
logs.
You will need to be disciplined, with an
ability to keep to deadlines, and have a
willingness to share collaborate with others
with equal responsibility for the finished
product.
Links to future careers and courses:
Any career or course which requires the
ability to collaborate with others, think
analytically and creatively and evaluate
effectively. Drama GCSE students will
emerge with a toolkit of skills, both
theatrical and transferable, applicable in
further studies and the workplace.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
& ENGLISH LITERATURE

AQA English Language
AQA English Literature

Details of the Course:
English Language and English Literature are
both core subjects and will be two of your
GCSEs.
English Language GCSE will enable you to
develop essential skills of communication in
both written and spoken forms. You will learn to
read, understand, and analyse an extensive
range of texts covering the 19th, 20th and 21st
century time periods and to write clearly,
coherently, and accurately using figurative
language, varied vocabulary and sentence
structures.
English Literature GCSE will inspire, challenge,
and motivate you as you study a range of
literature. The studied texts include a
Shakespeare play, a 19th century novel, a
modern prose text and a poetry anthology. You
will be asked to draw together your knowledge,
skills and understanding from across the full
course of study.
Skills required for this course:
You will need to continue to work hard on
reading, writing, and speaking skills, and to read
widely. Through adopting critical thinking skills,
you will need to be prepared to challenge your
own beliefs and attitudes as you are exposed to
different topics, themes, and cultures.
Links to future careers and courses:
A knowledgeable command of English language
is the bedrock of our ability to communicate
effectively and allows us to access other
subjects and their distinct disciplines. Exposure
to high-quality literature introduces us to new
ideas and possibilities, can help to dispel
prejudice and deepen our capacity to
understand and empathise with our fellow
human beings. Mastery of English provides an
opening for many careers, in any area of work
which requires analysis and explanation of
content.

GEOGRAPHY

AQA Geography
Details of the Course:
This specification is split into 3 units:
1. Physical Geography: Natural hazards, Coastal
& River landscapes, Global Ecosystems
2. Human Geography: Urban challenges,
Economic development, Resource
management
3. Geographical Applications: Issue evaluation,
fieldwork & geographical skills
4. Over the duration of the course, two
fieldwork enquiries will be carried out in
contrasting environments.
This subject would suit you if:
You are inspired to become a global citizen. By
exploring your own place in the world, you will
understand the different attitudes and values
that people have towards the environment and
to the sustainability of our planet. GCSE
Geography is a fantastic subject for developing a
wide range of employable skills due to its
combination of science, humanities, and
mathematics.
Links to future careers and courses:
Students that have studied Geography are very
attractive to employers. You will learn and
develop a range of skills which will help you with
any type of work, from being a Climate Scientist
to an Accountant! In addition, students will
prepare themselves for Geography A Level
which is considered one of the 8 facilitating
subjects which are commonly required or
preferred by universities.

HISTORY

AQA History
Details of the Course:
The GCSE History content comprises the
following elements:
one period study
one thematic study
one wider world depth study
one British depth study including the historic
environment.
Course content includes study under the
headings of Understanding the Modern World
focusing on either conflict and tension, the interwar years, 1918–1939, or conflict and tension
between East and West, 1945–1972. Further
study explores Democracy and dictatorship
between 1890–1945. A further heading of
Shaping the nation focuses on the origins and
outbreak of the Second World War, and Medieval
England - the reign of Edward I, 1272–1307.
This subject would suit you if:
You have a keen interest in understanding the
modern world and its historical origins.
Skills required for this course:
The skills of enquiry, analysis and interpretation
are used widely. This course is assessed through
a written examination. An ability to question and
analyse sources, both pictorial and written, will
be necessary.
Links to future careers and courses:
Any career which requires the ability to select
information, discover and evaluate evidence,
summarise, relevant facts, present a logical
argument or understand the feelings of others
would be enhanced by the study of History.

LAMDA

AQA LAMDA
Details of the Course:
Students are encouraged to choose the
exam they would like to take. Students
can either develop their Public Speaking,
Speaking Verse and Prose or Acting skills.
LAMDA examinations invite an
opportunity for students to continue to
develop the skills they have visited over
the last three years, or to try out a new
skill they had not previously tried.
This subject would suit you if:
You would like to improve your
confidence in communication and
performance.
Links to future careers and courses:
LAMDA is one of the UK’s oldest and
most respected awarding bodies. LAMDA
exams are about achievement –
recognising and rewarding the
endeavours of each individual – but they
are also about empowerment. Providing
all people with the opportunity to
develop the life skills they need to be a
success: attributes such as selfconfidence and the ability to
communicate clearly and present ideas.
Examinations unite learners of all ages,
abilities, backgrounds and cultures in
enthusiasm for the English language and
a desire to develop skills for life.
LAMDA has been recognised as an
awarding organisation by Ofqual, the
Office of Qualifications and Examinations
Regulations in England. LAMDA’s Level 3
recognised Qualifications are included in
the UCAS Tariff.

MATHEMATICS

Pearson Edexcel Level 1 or 2
GCSE Mathematics
Details of the Course:
The qualification consists of three equallyweighted written examination papers at either
Foundation tier or Higher tier
All three papers must be at the same tier of
entry and must be completed in the same
assessment series
Paper 1 is a non-calculator assessment and a
calculator is allowed for Paper 2 and Paper 3
The qualification will be graded and certificated
on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1 using the total
mark across all three papers where 9 is the
highest grade
Foundation tier: grades 1 to 5.
Higher tier: grades 4 to 9
Students can progress from this qualification to
Level 3 qualifications in numerate disciplines, such
as: Core Mathematics, GCE Mathematics and GCE
Further Mathematics, GCEs in the sciences, GCE
Geography, GCE Psychology and GCE Economics.
Skills required for this course:
All students have gained useful skills from the
rigorous Dulwich Year 7 and 8 programme of study.
This prior knowledge is a useful foundation which
our GCSE course will build upon effectively.
Links to future careers and courses:
Opportunities for further study in Mathematics are
wide ranging and varied. Mathematics is a shrewd
choice for A Level study. Both Oxbridge and the
Russell Group view Mathematics as a "facilitating"
subject, which means that it will help you to study
lots of other subjects and pursue lots of different
careers.
Popular careers are Accountancy, Architecture,
Banking, Business, Engineering, Construction and
Teaching.

MODERN LANGUAGES

AQA French & AQA Spanish
Details of the Course:
Theme 1: Identity and culture
Theme 2: Local, national, international and
global areas of interest
Theme 3: Current and future study and
employment
Students will be assessed on the following
skills: Reading, listening, writing, speaking,
translation.
These skills will be assessed with the
completion of 4 different papers. All the
assessments will consider the students’
vocabulary and grammatical understanding
and knowledge.
This subject would suit you if:
You are interested in languages and
how they work
You want to have more lifelong
opportunities and improve your
communicative skills
You like to travel to other countries and
communicate effectively
You want to learn about French/Spanish
culture
Skills required for this course:
This course is assessed through a written
and spoken examination. Pupils are
expected to have previous knowledge of
the language chosen, as well of enthusiasm
for developing their skills.
Links to future careers and courses:
The study of languages is not only linked to
those careers based on the use of the
language itself, but it is also deeply
connected to any area of expertise where
the knowledge of other languages may
enhance your opportunities for
employment.

MUSIC

The Pearson Edexcel GCSE in
Music
Details of the Course:
This course provides an accessible and creative
musical education, combining the three main
components: Performance, Composition and
Listening and Appraising. The syllabus offers
flexibility, enabling students to play to their own
strengths as they prepare for their
performances and develop their creative ideas
through their compositions. It will also enable
students to listen to and learn about a range of
types of music, including vocal and instrumental
music, pop, jazz, music for film, fusion and
contemporary. The overview of assessment is:
Performance - 30%, Composing – 30% and a
written exam – 40%. We know that students
have different learning styles and musical tastes.
The Edexcel syllabus will broaden our students’
minds, encouraging a holistic view of the subject
and fostering a love of music. The content builds
on the understanding developed at Key Stage 3
and allows students to conduct in-depth studies
into different musical styles, as well as putting
them into a wider context.
This subject would suit you if:
You already have a keen interest in music. The
course would require you to have
instrumental/vocal tuition and have achieved
Grade 4/5 standard.
Links to future careers and courses:
Music GCSE allows pupils to gain access to
further courses, such as A-level Music and Music
Technology qualifications. Increasingly,
employers and universities are looking for young
people who have skills that are gained through
creative subjects, such as creative thinking,
emotional intelligence, adaptability and
communication. Students who have gained a
GCSE in Music can work towards many varied
careers, such as publishing, recording, teaching
and performing.

PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS

AQA Philosophy and Ethics
Details of the Course:
This GCSE focuses on some of the most important
philosophical and ethical ideas and sources of
wisdom. It explores differing opinions, global
challenges and some of the controversies of our
time, enabling you to structure arguments and
develop your skills of analysis, evaluation, debate
and an ability to comprehend radically differing
viewpoints whilst understanding your own values,
beliefs and principles.
You will study a number of fascinating and
challenging ethical and philosophical themes:
Theme B: Religion and Life:
The origins and value of the universe,
including the relationship between science
and religion
The origins and value of human life,
including debates about euthanasia and
abortion
Theme C: The Existence of God and Revelation
Philosophical arguments for and against the
existence of God
The nature of the divine and revelation
Theme D: Religion, Peace and Conflict
Religion, violence, terrorism and war
Religion and belief in 21st century conflict
Theme E: Religion, Crime and Punishment
Religion, crime and the causes of crime
Religion and punishment
You will also study the beliefs, teachings and
practices of two religions (including Christianity), and
the approaches these faiths take to the topics listed
above.
Links to future careers and courses:
A qualification in philosophy, ethics or religious
studies is valuable for a wide range of careers, such
as, law, medicine, politics, journalism, the civil
service, teaching and many more.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

AQA Physical Education
Details of the Course:
The GCSE Physical Education comprises the
following elements:
The human body and movement in physical
activity and sport – 30% of marks
Socio-cultural influences and wellbeing
(including Sports Psychology) in physical activity
and sport – 30% of marks
Practical performance (one team, one individual
and one of either team or individual sport) –
30% of marks
Analysis and evaluation of a performance – 10%
of marks
The course has been designed by teachers and the
Youth Sport Trust to develop a new GCSE Physical
Education specification that will inspire learning.
New and contemporary topics will help students of
all abilities to develop a well-rounded skill set and
prepare them for progression to further studies.
This subject would suit you if:
This subject would suit you if: you enjoy participating
in individual and team sports and want to improve
your performance; you are interested in science,
particularly as the course links closely to the Biology
of the human mind and body; you are interested in
health and fitness and can relate these to sports
you play.
Links to future careers and courses:
Further Education courses in; PE, Sport Science,
Sport and Exercise Science, Sports Psychology, and
coaching or refereeing qualifications.
Higher Education course in; Sports Coaching, Sports
Science, Sports Analysis, Sports Management, PE
Teaching, Physiotherapy, Personal Training, Fitness
Coach, Sports Marketing, Sports Psychologist and
many more.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

AQA Religious Studies
Details of the Course:
The course will follow the AQA Syllabus A; a
new, exciting specification which students
will begin studying in Year 10.
The syllabus comprises:
Core beliefs in two world religions
Thematic Studies: Religion and Life,
Peace and Conflict, Human Rights and
Social Justice and Crime and
Punishment
Religious practices in two world
religions
There are two 1 hour 45 minutes written
papers for the course, with no coursework.
This subject would suit you if:
If you like finding out about people and the
way they live, if you are interested in ideas,
and open minded enough to hear and
appreciate other people’s views, this
course is for you. In R.S. GCSE you will
broaden your understanding of the world
and of people, and yourself.
Links to future careers and courses:
Students who study Religious Studies go
into a huge range of different fields,
perhaps especially work with people:
Medicine, Teaching, Journalism, Law. It is
one of the few subjects where you ask ‘Why
do they do that? How does what they think
and believe influence them?’

