Whole School
Information Report for
SEN

Person responsible for this policy:
Alison Eckersley
Assistant Head Welfare & Head of Special Educational Needs

Date of Policy Review:
February 2020

Next Review Date:
February 2021

Dulwich Prep
Cranbrook




SEN Information Report for Dulwich Prep Cranbrook

Dulwich Prep Cranbrook, Kent is a mainstream independent co-educational
school for children aged 3 -13 years. There is an ethos of inclusion
throughout the school. From Year 2, children are assessed prior to joining the
school. Assessment/familiarisation days are arranged by the Registrar in
conjunction with relevant members of staff in school.

We appreciate that within the school we have children with many different
learning profiles and abilities and we make every effort to offer appropriate
support at every stage. There is no additional charge for Learning Support at the
school. The exception to this would be if a child required a level of continuous
and specialist intervention and support beyond that which the school could
provide within the bounds of reasonable adjustment.

Please click here to read the School's SEN Policy.

How will school staff support my child?

The classroom teacher/subject teachers take responsibility for the daily provision
for pupils in his/her form/set, and will be supported and advised by the SEN
department where necessary. The teacher will discuss with parents any support
that they think is needed, that is additional and different to that which the School
would offer to a child as part of our usual practice. If a need is identified for a
specific in-school assessment or involvement from any outside specialist
agencies, the SENCO will talk to parents to seek permission to proceed. The
SENCO then becomes the lead person in school for working with outside
agencies and keeping parents and everybody in the team around the child,
informed of key events and information.

The SENCO has day-to-day responsibility for the operation of the SEN policy and
co-ordination of specific provision made to support individual pupils with SEN,
including those who have an Education Health Care Plans (EHCP).

The SENCO provides professional guidance to colleagues and works closely with
staff, parents and other agencies. An important role of the SENCO is to be aware
of the provision in the Local Offer and to be able to work with professionals
providing a support role to families to ensure that pupils with SEN receive
appropriate support and high quality teaching throughout the school.

The SENCO at Dulwich Prep Cranbrook is Mrs Alison Eckersley and she is
responsible for managing the School's response to the provision made for
children and young people with SEN. The SENCO is a member of the Senior
Management Team.

Mr David Gosnold is the SENCO responsible for Little Stream (Year 1 to Year 4) and

he is responsible for organising the timetable for additional support together with

the EY SENCO, the Little Stream Learning Support Teacher, the form teachers and
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the Head of Little Stream. He is also responsible for advising and supporting
colleagues and for liaising with professionals or agencies beyond the school
setting for the children in this section of the School.

The Early Years SENCO is Mrs Kirsty Harrow and she is responsible for ensuring
that all practitioners in EYFS understand their responsibilities to children with SEN
and the School's approach to identifying and meeting SEN. She is also responsible
for advising and supporting colleagues and for liaising with professionals or
outside agencies for children in the Early Years.

There are other members of staff in the department who work in designated
sections of the school. Mrs Emily Cleary teaches Maths in Upper School. She also
runs a ‘Maths Club’ for older pupils after school once a week. Mrs Claire Clews is
a part-time Learning Support Assistant based in Little Stream. In Upper School,
Mrs Phillipa Sarton and Mrs Julia Jarrett work within the SEN department to
support children with a variety of learning difficulties/disabilities. We currently
have one part-time Learning Support Assistant in Upper School.

How does the school know if children need extra help and what should | do if
| think my child may have special educational needs?

Identification of children with special educational needs will depend on the age of
the child and his/her presentation in the context of the school environment.

In Nash House, pupils are assessed through observations. These are on-going
throughout the Foundation stage.

If the Class teacher has any concerns the Early Years SENCO to undertake a series
of classroom observations which will be followed by discussions with the class
teacher, teaching assistants and Head of Nash House. Parents will be invited to
come to the school to discuss their child’s progress and concerns about
development will be recorded and an action plan drawn up. This might take the
form of a Pupil Care Plan which can be adjusted throughout the school year at
interim review meetings and/or at any other time as necessary. At the end of Year
1 children are assessed with the DofE Phonic Screening Check. We might also use
the British Picture Vocabulary Scales for some children. Where there are further
concerns about a pupil’'s progress, we may make a referral to KCC Early Years
Advisors and/or external specialists or agencies. Parents are always consulted
about, and during, the referral process.

From Year 2 onwards children are assessed at least annually using standardised
assessments to ascertain levels of progress in spelling and reading. Standardised
maths tests are also used. The school aims to support any child who falls below
his/her chronological age in reading and/or spelling. Children are taught in small
groups for these key skills and wherever possible, provision is made for children to
receive one to one support. Itis not possible to provide this level of intervention
for every child throughout the school and it is important that this is seen as part of
a graduated response to the needs of the child. Discreet adjustments are also
made to a child’s provision e.g. by providing ‘'Mov'n Sit cushions’ for children who
find it difficult to sit still for prolonged periods of time, ear defenders can be
offered to children who find classroom noise distracting, writing slopes might be
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used with children who need to angle their work away from the surface of the
desk, work can be copied onto pastel coloured paper for children suffering from
visual stress and exercise books with coloured paper can be provided to make
appropriate reasonable adjustments. Consideration of appropriate reasonable
adjustments is made for children with SEN working in examination conditions
throughout the school.

These are examples of reasonable adjustments that the school is able to provide
but this should not be regarded as an exhaustive list.

Children receiving learning support will usually be assessed using the GL Dyslexia
Screening Assessment. This assessment is designed to identify the possibility of
underlying difficulties and it is then possible to reflect on a child’s learning profile.
Results of assessments are reported to parents and the information gained is used
to help the school build more detailed learning profiles of the pupil. An individual
assessment will promote discussion between the school and the parent/s about a
pupil’'s progress, and it might be the starting point for considering further external
assessment — e.g. with an Educational Psychologist. All members of the teaching
staff are made aware of any areas of concern arising from assessments and they
are also informed of ways that they can best provide for each individual child
within the classroom.

It is most likely that a child who has received an individual assessment will be
allocated some learning support. The probable intervention will be discussed
amongst the staff within the SEN department and parents and form teachers will
also be consulted and involved in the provision of additional support. Pupils will
be part of the planning for any changes in provision and they will have their
provision explained to them. The school makes every effort to make reasonable
adjustments for individual pupils and a graduated response is effected throughout.

Families are offered additional support in relation to accessing education and links
with outside agencies via the SEN department, the Assistant Head Academic, the
Headmaster and the provision of information disseminated via the school website,
iNet and weekly Newsletter. In addition to this, there are a number of
opportunities during the course of the school year for parents to attend Parents’
Evenings and information evenings. The school has a number of links with outside
agencies, and parents are helped to access information on an individual basis
according to need. The school works in partnership with other professional
bodies and charitable organisations to affect the best outcomes possible for the
families and children in our care. Examples of organisations where parents might
seek support are:
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-
needs/who-to-contact/Information-Advice-and-Support-Kent#
http://www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk

http://www.kentwestdyslexia.org.uk
http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/

http://www.ndcs.org.uk

http://www.diabetes.org.uk
http://www.dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk/about-dyspraxia
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Pupils receiving learning support will have a Pupil Care Plan which will detail the
provision for the child, the needs of the child (cognition and learning, sensory
and/or physical, social, emotional and mental health), reasonable adjustments,
targets and review. The effectiveness of provision for pupils with SEN is evaluated
in part through standardised assessments, partly through diagnostic assessment
and partly through summative assessment. The effect of additional support is
measured in part, by the improvements a child makes in standardised
assessments. However, assessment may take the form of observations of the child
or it could be based on conversations with the child. Assessment could be
gauged by a child’s changing responses. Additional support may have the effect of
improving a child’s self-esteem and self-confidence; both of which are very
difficult to ‘'measure’. Some forms of assessment are necessarily subjective and
the dialogue with parents forms an important part of evaluating progress for an
individual child.
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