
 

 

 
 
                 April 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back to the Summer Term.  I trust that you enjoyed the holidays and hope that the fine 
weather over the Easter weekend is a sign of things to come.  Over the break, two overseas trips 
were enjoyed by Upper School children.  The inaugural Classics trip to the Bay of Naples was a 
resounding success, with the children learning a great deal about Herculaneum, Pompeii and the 
island of Capri, as well as enjoying gelato and pizza in the sunshine.  Our skiers also enjoyed the 
Italian weather in Claviere, where a mid-week fall of snow provided excellent conditions on the 
piste.  I would like to thank all the staff who gave up their holidays to accompany the children on 
these wonderful excursions and a particular thank you to Dr Mitchell and Mr Collins for their hard 
work and commitment leading these visits.  Unfortunately, Mr Sheridan suffered a fall on the last day 
in Claviere, which required him to remain in Italy (supported by Mr Collins) for an operation on his 
shoulder.  I am pleased to report that he is making a good recovery, although he will not be with us 
at the start of term. 
 
At the end of last term we enjoyed two wonderful productions.  Year 3 performed ‘Oink’, a hilarious 
take on the classic tale of The Three Little Pigs and children in Years 7 and 8 took part in our senior 
production of ‘Mary Poppins’.  Both showcased the extraordinary talent, confidence and 
commitment of the children to produce exceptional performances.  Such opportunities for 
collaboration, creativity and the encouragement to aspire to real excellence in performance are an 
important part of life at Dulwich and I thank everyone involved.  Particular thanks in her last term go 
to Mrs Liza Townsend, who has been responsible for producing our wonderful sets (in addition to 
the colourful displays of artwork across Upper School) for the last seven years.  These and other 
events are captured in the termly review ‘Inside’, which you will receive at the end of this week.  I am 
grateful to Mrs Betts, our Marketing Manager, for highlighting the children’s achievements so well 
and also for her hard work in producing, once again, an excellent and memory-filled Alumni News. 
 
Since I wrote in January, staff have attended relevant training courses as follows: iPad Training; 
Nursery World Seminar; IAPS Pre-Prep Conference; Excellence in Early Years; Selective Mutism; 
Sensory Processing: What's the fuss?; Mini bus Training; Englicious Grammar Training; Gender 
Equality in Education Symposium; Medication Awareness Training; First Aid at Work; Fire Warden 
Training; How to become a successful Eco School; ISBA IT Strategy and Cybersecurity Conference; 
Seminar:  Issues arising from holiday and holiday pay; Age Grade Rugby Refereeing; Girls' Cricket 
Coaching Course; DATA accreditation Health & Safety Course for Machines; IAPS Art Teacher 
Meeting and Inset; Youth Mental Health First Aid course. 
 
Mr Rogers, Head of Geography, has informed me of his intention to retire at the end of this 
academic year.  In addition to his academic role, he has been a great support to the Games and 
Outdoor Education Departments.  Mrs Tooze has informed me of her intention to relocate to the 
Cotswolds during the Summer.  She has been an excellent teacher of Year 4 in Little Stream and 
more recently as Head of Year 5 in Upper School.  In addition, at the end of this term, we say 
farewell to Mr Bridges and Miss Squires who move onto new challenges.  Mr Bridges has accepted a 
position as Director of Sport at St Michael’s School, Otford and Miss Squires moves onto a Head of 
Year 3 role at Saint Ronan’s School.  All will be greatly missed by children, parents and colleagues 



 

alike.  I know that there will be an appropriate opportunity later in the term to thank them for all that 
they have done for the school.  I will write with further news of any appointments in due course. 
 
Mrs Schuldt has extended her maternity leave by a further year and, as a result, Mr White maintains 
his role as Acting Head of Mathematics. 
 
This term we welcome Miss Lydia Spearink as our new Art Technician.  Miss Spearink has previously 
worked at Benenden School as an Art Technician, leading their Lower School Art Club.  She is also a 
working artist with experience in textiles, upholstery, jewellery, as well as portrait and landscape 
commissions. 
 
You will be aware that the school hosted a team of Inspectors from the Independent Schools 
Inspectorate during the penultimate week of last term.  This was a Regulatory Compliance 
Inspection, designed to establish whether the school meets each of the 493 Independent Schools 
Standard Regulations.  The Inspection Report, to be published shortly, lists only whether each 
regulation has been “met” or “not met” and we were delighted with the outcomes which have 
already been verbally reported to us.  Whilst the Report will not give any qualitative judgements, I am 
pleased to let you know that the results of the questionnaires for parents, staff and pupils were 
universally favourable.  Our positive endorsement percentage from parents was a very encouraging 
96%.  Such feedback is much appreciated as we continue to refine and develop the educational 
experience that we offer across the school. 
 
This term sees the introduction of a new and very exciting initiative in the form of WOWFest 2019 
(10th-19th June).  This 10 day festival of active learning includes elements of STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, the Arts and Maths) to form a fun-packed programme in which the 
children will have the chance to make boats, learn taiko drumming, experience an astrodome, 
handle ‘big bugs’, involve themselves in art workshops and become part of a circus for the day.  
WOWFest will culminate in a whole school walk on the afternoon of Wednesday 19th June, with the 
final activity being a surprise whole school performance to ensure the festival finishes with a bang! 
 
We continue to refine plans for the development of the Lodge site and the introduction of a Day 
Nursery at Dulwich.  I hope to have further news to share with you shortly. 
 
This year has already been another successful one in respect of scholarship awards with many 
children achieving superb success in Academic, Art, Drama, Music and Sport scholarship 
examinations and assessments.  25 scholarships have been awarded to 20 children at 13 different 
senior schools.  In addition, 34 children have been offered places at Cranbrook School in Year 9, 
including two Entrance Scholarships (two of only three awards for exceptional performance). 
 
Congratulations also go to the children in Year 6 who have won places at Bethany School, Blundell's 
School, Cranbrook School, Homewood School, Invicta School, The Judd School, Kent College 
Canterbury, Kent College Pembury, St John's Leatherhead, Sutton Valence School and Tonbridge 
Grammar School, through the Kent Test and senior school assessments for entry into Year 7 in 
September. 
 
However, with further Scholarship and Common Entrance examinations ahead this term, there is 
still much work ahead for our Year 8 pupils.  I know that they will support each other throughout 
this important period to achieve a superb year of results for everyone.  I would also like to remind 
you that, as last year, school examinations for Years 5, 6 and 7 take place before half-term.  Children 
will need to be completing some revision over the first five weeks of term. 
 
One of my lasting memories of the Spring Term was hearing two Year 8 boys, Rafferty and Matt, 
perform their own composition ‘Talk to Someone’ during Mental Health Awareness Week.  This 
term’s theme builds on their message of support for each other by focusing on the importance of 
empathy.  Empathy is wonderfully explained as ‘the power of understanding and imaginatively 



 

entering into another person’s feelings’.  In schools, a great deal of time is dedicated to developing 
and measuring IQ but there is much research to show that developing EQ (Emotional Intelligence) is 
just as important a contributor to lifetime success.  Self-awareness, self-regulation, developing 
intrinsic motivation, building social skills and nurturing empathy are all important factors in gaining 
emotional intelligence.  This term we will be reflecting on the ability to recognise and understand 
how others are feeling and consider those feelings before responding.  We would like to help the 
children to understand that ‘How you make others feel about themselves, says a lot about you.’ 
– this term’s theme. 
 
The School Calendar is now available and updated in real-time online or you may pick up a printed 
copy at any of the school offices.  Please do take the time to look through it to establish the 
important dates and events, including any Saturday fixtures, in which your children are likely to be 
involved.  In addition to the usual school events, the Friends' Family Tennis and Summer Fair takes 
place on Sunday 12th May.  Coffee Mornings offering parents of children in Years 3 and 4 the 
opportunity to tour Upper School and meet key staff will be held in the John Leakey Foyer on 
Wednesday 1st May and Wednesday 8th May.  I look forward to welcoming as many parents as 
possible to either of these Mornings.  Further details are provided in this week's newsletter. 
 
On Wednesday 8th May between 5.00 – 8.00 pm we will be hosting our fourth Senior Schools Fair.  
Over thirty leading independent senior schools in the South East will be in attendance, with their 
admissions teams, to provide information to prospective parents.  I hope that all parents, and 
particularly those in Years 4, 5 and 6, will take this opportunity to gain a flavour of the wide range of 
senior schools available, both locally and further afield.  Drinks and canapés will be served 
throughout the evening.  It also provides an opportunity to meet personally many Admissions 
Directors, Registrars, Headmasters and Headmistresses here at Dulwich. 
 
Nicky and I look forward to seeing you during the course of the coming few weeks. 
 
With all good wishes, 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Paul David. 


