
 

 

September 2018 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
It has been a wonderful summer, with July and early August reminiscent of the record temperatures 
of 1976.  I hope that you have enjoyed a restful break from the usual school routine and that the 
children are now ready for the exciting opportunities that the new academic year brings. 
 
As ever, during the holidays, the school has remained busy with each week offering a new activity.  
We have had summer courses run by Pied Piper and First Class Football, in addition to our own 'Fun 
in the Sun'.  The first Dulwich Chef School, run by Mr Spicer and Miss Skilton, was also a 
phenomenal success, with the children in attendance learning to cook 'Masterchef' quality food and 
the week culminating with a competitive 'Bake-Off', which was much enjoyed by all.  The summer 
sunshine has ensured that the swimming pool has again been a popular meeting point for families 
over the course of the holidays.  Ms Banbury, Mrs Jarvis and Mrs McGeachy have done an amazing 
job organising and overseeing the lifeguards this year.  This is no small task and their efforts in 
ensuring that the pool can open regularly and safely for the benefit of the whole school community 
deserves particular mention.  I thank them all for their hard work. 
 
My thanks also go to the Mr Brown and the Estate Team and to Mr Spicer and the Domestic Team 
for ensuring that the grounds and buildings are ready in such wonderful condition for the start of 
this year.  The recent, more temperate weather has brought the playing fields back to their usual 
lush green ready for the autumn sporting season to commence.  My thanks go to Mrs Montgomery 
for her hard work in the School Uniform Shop, prior to the start of term. 
 
This term we welcome several new members of staff and there are a number of internal changes in 
roles and responsibilities: 
 
Mrs Kirsty Harrow joins Nash House as Oast House Nursery Teacher and Early Years SENCO.  Mrs 
Harrow has previously been working as a supply teacher in Nash House and has a number of years' 
teaching experience as Deputy Head of a primary school in London, prior to moving back to Kent.  
Mrs Cavell moves to teach in Reception and Mrs Barber takes on the role of Head of Reception. 
 
Miss Sophie Lorimore and Mrs Sandra Wilkinson join us in Nash House and Little Stream respectively 
as 1:1 Learning Support Assistants. 
 
Mrs Clare Mackie joins the Senior Management Team as Head of Little Stream.  Mrs Mackie was 
formerly Co-Head of Wallace Fields Infant School in Surrey, where she has taught since 2003.  
Internal changes to the Teaching Assistant roles see Mrs Brock and Mrs Morris supporting 1D, and 
Mrs Harding and Mrs Kilb supporting Year 3 on a job share basis.  Mr Upton takes on the role of 
Curriculum Coordinator in Little Stream and Mrs Barlow and Mrs Kilb join the Matrons' team. 
 
In Upper School, Mrs Vicki Rendall joins the English department to cover Mrs Potter's forthcoming 
maternity leave.  Mrs Rendall has most recently been teaching at Benenden School and previously 
taught English at King Edward's School, Witley; The Royal School, Farnham; Truro High School and 
Stowe.  Mrs Rendall and Mrs Potter will be working together for the first part of this term to ensure 
the smoothest handover arrangements.  Mr White takes on the role of Acting Head of Mathematics 
during Mrs Schuldt's maternity leave and he is joined in the Upper School Mathematics department 



 

by Mrs Cleary.  Mrs Wilson has been appointed as Head of Physical Education and is supported by 
Mr Bridges as Master i/c Football, Hockey and Cross Country/Athletics and Mr Collins as Master i/c 
Rugby, Cricket and Swimming.  Mrs Commander takes on the role of Year 8 Form Teacher and Dr 
Mitchell joins the Year 6 Form Teacher team. 
 
The opening of The Manor House for boys' and girls' boarding sees Miss Chappaz move to Manor as 
Resident Tutor and Miss Alonso take on a new role as non-resident Boarding Tutor. 
 
Miss Zoe Pepper joins the Music Department as Music Administrator along with two Visiting Music 
Teachers – Mr Will Collier who will be teaching Piano and Mr Thomas Elliot who will be teaching 
Violin. 
 
I am sure that you would wish to join me in congratulating Mrs Davey (née Churchill) on her 
marriage over the summer holidays and so 1C becomes 1D! 
 
Since I wrote in April, staff have attended relevant training courses as follows: 'Mindsets' Teaching 
and Learning; Trips and Risk Assessment; Kodaly, Kinaesthetics and Karawitan Music; Progression 
and Assessment in Primary MFL; Managing Expectations for ASD children within the classroom and 
The Subtle Difference between SPD and ASD; National Rescue Awards for Teachers and Coaches 
and Prep Schools' Syndicate Athletics; Pen to Paper Conference; ISBA / ISI Preparing for an 
Inspection. 
 
During the course of last term, we welcomed Mrs Nikki Payne as a new governor.  Mrs Payne is a 
former parent and a director at Robin Consulting, a brand consultancy.  She was instrumental in 
developing our new brand identity, working with parents, governors and staff to help define what 
makes Dulwich such a special place.  She has also previously served as a governor at Rolvenden 
Primary School.  We are delighted to welcome Mrs Payne to the Board. 
 
Our key values INSIDE: Individuality, Nurturing, Self-Belief, Innovation, Delight, Extraordinary 
continue to drive the developments on which we focus to improve the educational experience for 
every child at Dulwich.  Our partnership with Place2Be is now firmly embedded within the school 
and the work achieved over the last year has truly benefited our pastoral provision for all the 
children.  We are delighted to be building further on this important support of young people's 
mental health and will be looking at ways in which we can offer wider support in the community.  
The new 'Inspire' programme launched this term for Years 6, 7 and 8, offering them alternatives to 
the regular Games programme, is a further step to recognise the needs and interests of individual 
children.  I am sure that options such as Healthy Cooking classes, Outdoor Pursuits and Dulwich 
Gets Active will be popular additions to our co-curricular programme. 
 
The academic curriculum is under review and this term sees the introduction of our own Dulwich 
Certificate of Excellence in Humanities to run alongside Common Entrance in Years 7 and 8.  
Following consultation with senior schools, History, Geography and Religious Studies will be freed 
from the confines of a final examination, giving teachers the opportunity to teach a curriculum that 
maintains pace and rigour, whilst enabling the children to grasp the knowledge, skills and attitudes 
that will set them on course to become the Historians, Geographers, Theologians and Philosophers 
of the future.  The proposed programme ensures that children have a clear understanding of the 
discrete nature of each subject, but also allows them to appreciate how closely the subjects 
interlink.  A combination of experiences, research and investigation addressing key questions, and 



 

cross-curricular working, along with direct study will support the children in developing their skills 
and expertise.  The work achieved over the two years will be internally assessed and evidence of the 
children's achievement/attainment will be provided to the senior school of their choice. 
 
This development will not only rationalise the number of examinations taken at the end of Year 8, 
thus reducing the stress and pressure that some children inevitably feel, but it will also allow for 
more flexibility of approach, providing a much more exciting and engaging course of study.  This 
has been unanimously welcomed by senior schools.  The quote below from one our most 
academically selective senior schools typifies the reaction to our innovative proposals. “We are 
delighted to hear that your pupils will be following a more relevant, challenging and interesting 
Humanities course. I think it will encourage a love of learning in your pupils, and that the transfer to 
senior school will be smoother following the pupils' development of crucial academic skills and 
attitudes. We are happy to support you in the process, and will accept your report and assessment 
of pupil work for Humanities as a replacement for Common Entrance.” 
 
I mentioned the opening of The Manor House to both boys and girls earlier and the boarding team 
are excited about this new initiative.  Applications for boarding places have been flooding in so do 
make contact with Mrs Montgomery or Miss Fosbery promptly at the start of term to avoid any 
disappointment.  Early booking for 'The Mission Impossible Night' on Friday 11th October and 'The 
Pamper Night' on Friday 16th November will be essential!  During the half-term break we will be 
making some minor adjustments to the wash-room facilities to further improve this wonderful 
provision for the children. 
 
Over the summer we have been looking further into the feasibility of developing The Lodge into a 
Day Nursery.  Structural and sub-structural surveys have been completed to provide information on 
which to base costing for the remodelling of the existing building versus demolition and rebuilding.  
As ever, such matters take longer to achieve than one might wish, but I hope to have further news 
by January and will update you in my next letter. 
 
As you can see we are not resting on our laurels and are committed to continuous improvement.  As 
last year, I will be available each morning from 8.10 – 8.30 am in the John Leakey car park from 
Monday - Thursday and at Little Stream and Nash House Coffee on Friday mornings and will be 
delighted to discuss any aspect of the school's provision for pupils and parents.  Alternatively, you 
can make an appointment, by contacting my PA via headmaster@dulwichprepcranbrook.org . 
 
At the start of the new academic year, in the lead up to the Brexit date of 29th March 2019, it seems 
appropriate to remind ourselves of the importance of collaboration and teamwork.  Eight years ago, 
when I started here as Headmaster, the first theme I promoted was one of Unity.  (I include the 
poem of the same name at the end of this letter).  So after 24 different themes, I return this term to 
my first of 'Togetherness and Unity'.  Aesop told us that “In union there is strength”.  I hope to 
emphasise to the children the importance of the whole school community and that everyone has a 
part to play (including parents).  Successful teams are built around important principles of trust and 
respect and I will be exploring these with the children in assemblies this term. 
 
You will receive a copy of the printed School Calendar this week.  Our online Calendar gives you 
'real-time' information about forthcoming events www.dulwichprepcranbrookcalendar.org.  Please 
do take a moment to look through it to establish the important dates and events, including any 
Saturday fixtures, in which your children are likely to be involved.  Of particular importance at the 

mailto:headmaster@dulwichprepcranbrook.org
http://www.dulwichprepcranbrookcalendar.org/


 

start of the year are the year-group Parents' Social Gatherings when you will have the opportunity to 
meet staff. 
 
This busy term begins with two notable events.  On Thursday 6th September, our Year 7 pupils will 
be involved in a fantastic Outdoor Education trip and camp at Lordship Wood, Goudhurst, where 
the focus will be on working together and team building at the start of the academic year.  The 
pupils in Year 7 return on Friday 7th in the evening and there is a chance for parents to meet Tutors 
in the Morrison Gallery from 5.00 pm, prior to the children returning at 6.00 pm.  On Friday 14th 
September we are hosting an Alumni Dinner, for the Class of 2013, when we welcome former pupils 
back to Dulwich at the end of their senior school careers. 
 
Nicky and I look forward to meeting you throughout the first few weeks of term. 
 
With all good wishes, 
 

 
Paul David. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Unity 

   (Author unknown) 

 

 

I dreamed I stood in a studio 

and watched two sculptors there. 

The clay they used was a young child's mind, 

and they fashioned it with care. 

  

One was a teacher; the tools she used 

were books and music and art; 

One a parent with a guiding hand,  

and a gentle, loving heart. 

  

Day after day the teacher toiled, 

with touch that was deft and sure, 

While the parent laboured by her side  

and polished and smoothed it o'er. 

  

And when at last their task was done, 

they stood proud of what they had wrought. 

For things they had moulded into the child 

could neither be sold or bought. 

  

And each agreed she would have failed  

if she had worked alone, 

For behind the parent stood the school, 

and behind the teacher, the home. 

 
 


